
Gender equality policies

PHYSICAL AUTONOMY

Throughout Latin America, the gender gap is 

one of the main challenges to making progress 

in reducing inequalities and improving social 

cohesion. In the EUROsociAL+ Programme, 

we focus the fight against this gap around the 

three autonomies—physical, economic and 

political—and the overarching nature of the 

gender perspective. The physical autonomy is 

structured in three axes:

 ◗ Combating gender violence: The pro-

gramme promotes the construction or 

strengthening of tools to apply laws and to 

implement effective protection mecha-

nisms.

 ◗ Sexual and reproductive health: to enable 

women to choose their future from adoles-

cence onwards, protected by legal frame-

works. This line seeks to promote legislative 

changes in this particular field and to reduce 

cases of early pregnancies.

 ◗ Changes in concepts of masculinity: trying 

to generate a collective rethinking to-

wards gender (specifically around mas-

culinity) as a policy in order to address 

some phenomena related to violence and 

inequalities.

WHAT AREAS
ARE INVOLVED?

The axis of work on gender violence has a 

strong national and regional inter-institu-

tional component, thus fulfilling the objective 

At the regional level, in 2018 the strengthen-

ing of the Specialist Group on Gender in the 

Ibero-American Association of Public Prose-

cutor’s Office (AIAMP) was suppor ted. A 

meeting was held in March 2018 in Guate-

mala with delegations from 13 Ibero-Ameri-

can countries. This group has been trans-

formed into a permanent network, now 

bringing together 22 countries, to strengthen 

the fight against feminicide and violence in 

the public and private spheres.

Likewise, the biannual meeting held by the 

Gender Area in Paris on that subject took 

place in June 2018, with a special emphasis 

on strengthening dialogue with Europe. Over 

100 representatives from the institutions 

regarding the need for coordination between 

actors. We support the Mechanisms for the 

Advancement of Women (MAW), through 

an understanding of the actual situation, the 

improvement of sanctions and the measure-

ment of results, to direct and coordinate 

gender equality policies in the Latin Ameri-

can and Caribbean countries. The knowledge 

products generated include prevalence sur-

veys on gender violence, administrative data 

on complaints and legal actions and the cre-

ation of observatories. This knowledge is also 

considered to be very useful by ministries 

such as the Interior, State Department, etc., 

but above all by the judicial system, and espe-

cially the judicial powers and the prosecu-

tor’s offices. 

WHICH SDG DOES IT 
INVOLVE?

EUROPEAN CONSENSUS

LINE OF ACTION

Initiative: Gender equality.

The EU and its Member States will ensure that the gender perspective is 
systematically incorporated into all policies as a key contribution to the 
successful achievement of the SDGs. They will accelerate their efforts to 
achieve gender equality and the empowerment of women.

Organizzazione internazionale italo-latino americana
· SISCA ·
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Consortium led by:

JUNE 2019

AIAMP’s Specialist Network on Gender Issues attended.



NETWORKS

 ◗ Gender Network of the Ibero-American 
Association of Public Prosecutor’s Office 
(AIAMP)

 ◗ Council of Ministers of Women of 
Central America (COMMCA) 

 ◗ Transparency and Access to Public 
Information Network (RTA)

 ◗ Ibero-American Justice Summit 
 ◗ Observatory on Gender Violence, GREVIO
 ◗ Latin American Shelter Network

PARTNERSHIPS

 ◗ ECLAC
 ◗ UN Women
 ◗ UNFPA The United Nations Population 

Fund
 ◗ EU General Directorate for Justice and 

Consumers (DG Justice) 
 ◗ OAS Monitoring Mechanism on the Belém 

do Pará Convention (MESECVI) European 
Union-Latin America and the Caribbean 
Foundation (EU-LAC Foundation). 

 ◗ European Commission Spotlight
 ◗ IDB
 ◗ SICA

◗ Publications
 EUROsociAL LIBRARY

www.eurosocial.eu

from 12 Latin American countries and 10 Eu-

ropean countries. 

In the axis on the right to sexual and re-

productive health from adolescence, EU-

ROsociAL+ favours dialogue between actors 

in health, education, justice and culture, so that 

social and health policies can be extended to 

recognise women’s fundamental human rights. 

Additionally, in connection with the prevention 

of violence and new masculinities, actions are 

being supported that promote psychosocial 

intervention with male aggressors, to promote 

changes towards non-hegemonic masculinities.

ACTIONS BY COUNTRIES

At the regional level, we are supporting work 

with the AIAMP’s specialist gender network, 

which we helped shape, and we are also 

opening new avenues of collaboration at the 

judicial level together with the Ibero-Ameri-

can Judicial Summit and the Follow-up Mech-

anism for the Belém do Pará Convention. We 

are supporting the regional plan to combat 

gender violence promoted by the Central 

American Integration System (SICA), in which 

Central American institutions participate.

 ◗ ARGENTINA: We are supporting the de-

sign of a prevalence survey on gender vio-

lence and analysis of the cost for its execu-

tion, to strengthen the statistical system 

promoted by the National Council for 

Women. We are also supporting the prepa-

ration of the economic empowerment 

module for women in situations of violence 

in Buenos Aires Province. We are contribut-

ing to designing and implementing the in-

vestigation and litigation protocol in cases of 

feminicide for the Public Prosecutor’s Office. 

 ◗ CHILE: Incorporation of an evaluation 

methodology to introduce the gender per-

spective into the prosecution of violent 

crimes for the Public Prosecutor’s Office. 

Reinforcement of the training plan for 

public agents on forms of gender violence 

against women, accompanying the Ministry 

of Women and Gender Equity.

 ◗ COSTA RICA: Technical assistance was 

provided to the National Women’s Insti-

tute to develop the innovative instru-

ment entitled the National Policy for the 

Care and Prevention of Violence against 

Women 2017-2032. This Policy is known 

as PLANOVI.

 ◗ ECUADOR: We are providing assistance 

for the construction of the methodology 

for indicators in the National Survey on 

Gender Violence by the National Sec-

retariat of Planning and Development 

—SENPLADES—.

 ◗ EL SALVADOR: Support to the Salvador-

an Institute for the Development of 

Women (ISDEMU) in evaluating systems 

to monitor the situation in terms of vio-

lence against women.

 ◗ GUATEMALA: We helped design the inter-

vention model for men who perpetrate vi-

olence against women in the Penitentiary 

System and the Public Policy against Sexual 

Violence 2018-2028 from the Secretariat 

against Sexual Violence, Exploitation and 

People Trafficking.

 ◗ MEXICO: The evaluation and design to 

strengthen the Gender Violence Against 

Women Alert Mechanism (AVGM) was 

carried out for the National Women’s Insti-

tute.

 ◗ PANAMA: The Action Protocol was drafted 

for the Judicial Body for cases when a wom-

an victim of gender violence withdraws 

along with the regulation and implemen-

tation of Law 60, on the pregnant minor 

for the Ministry of Social Development 

(MIDES).

 ◗ PERU: We are providing technical assistance 

to create the National Observatory and pi-

lots on Regional Observatories of Violence 

against Women and the Family, together 

with the Ministry of Women and Vulnerable 

Populations.

 ◗ URUGUAY: We are supporting the imple-

mentation of the protocol for investigation 

and litigation in cases of femicide in Uruguay 

in the Office of the Attorney General. We 

are contributing to strengthening the Na-

tional and Intersectoral Strategy for the Pre-

vention of Teenage Pregnancy for the Minis-

try of Public Health. And we are promoting 

the intervention system in the struggle 

against gender violence focused on new 

concepts of masculinity in the Ministry of 

Social Development.

Mexico: Alert Mechanism for Gender Violence 
Against Women. 

Chile: Notebook of Good Practices in 
incorporating the Gender Perspective in 
sentencing.

Euro-Latin American dialogue on the fight against 
gender violence.

Argentina: Protocol for the investigation and 
prosecution of cases of violent deaths of women 
(femicides).

Chile: Good Practices and the implementation 
of the analysis matrix to incorporate the gender 
perspective in sentencing. 

◗ EUROsociAL TV

  EUROsociAL CHANNEL ON YOUTUBE


