
Gender equality policies

POLITICAL AUTONOMY AND PARITY

WHICH AREAS ARE 
INVOLVED?

Through initiatives in Brazil and Bolivia, the 
EUROsociAL+ programme promoted ac-
tions on political autonomy, both with an 
important interest regarding indicators on 
parity democracy and on political harass-
ment and violence. These actions culminat-
ed in the second meeting by the Association 
of Electoral Magistrates of the Americas 
(AMEA), in October 2018 in Santa Cruz de 
la Sierra, bringing together representatives 
from 18 Latin American countries, to create 
a regional observatory that collects com-
mon data, methodologies and approved 
measurement forms.
 

WHICH SDG DOES IT 
INVOLVE?

EUROPEAN CONSENSUS

LINE OF ACTION

PROGRAMA FINANCIADO 
PELA UNIÃO EUROPEIA

Initiative: Gender equality
The EU and its Member States will ensure that the gender perspective is systematically incor-
porated into all policies as a key contribution to successfully achieving the SDGs. They will 
accelerate their efforts to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of women.

Organizzazione internazionale italo-latino americana
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This line of Action seeks to promote public policies that lead to the elimination of barriers 
to accessing participation in power, which includes political space and, in the case of some 
countries on the subcontinent, contributes to peace-building. Some countries in the region 
show that the achievement of parity quotas remains an essential goal, but that other 
phenomena such as violence and political harassment can deepen the gaps to achieving equal 
eligibility between women and men. These difficulties increase in the case of indigenous and 
Afro-descendant women. We work in the following areas to promote social cohesion: support 
for parity laws promoting the exercise of the mandate for women elected in various areas 
(economic, social, cultural and political), and the fight against harassment and political violence.
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NETWORKS

 ◗ Association of Electoral Magistrates  
of the Americas (AMEA)

 ◗ ATENEA

PARTNERSHIPS

 ◗ UN Women
 ◗ UNDP
 ◗ ECLAC
 ◗ IDEA International
 ◗ EU Directorate General for Justice  

and Consumers (DG Justice)
 ◗ OAS Monitoring Mechanism  

on the Belém do Pará Convention  
(MESECVI)

 ◗ Centre for Electoral Advice  
and Promotion (CAPEL)

www.eurosocial.eu

In 2019, this action will continue at the re-
gional level, within the framework of support 
to the Electoral Advisory and Promotion 
Centre (CAPEL), which is a specialised pro-
gramme by the Inter-American Institute of 
Human Rights (IIHR), to create a regional 
observatory on parity democracy directed 
towards the supreme electoral courts. Like-
wise, a first action has been planned with the 
Chilean legislative power, in connection with 
the recently appointed Commission on 
Women and Gender Equality.

ACTIONS BY COUNTRIES

 ◗ REGIONAL: Strengthening a regional net-
work of observatories on democratic par-
ity with the Association of Electoral Magis-
trates of the Americas (AMEA), whose 
creation was agreed upon at the second 
meeting held by the association, in 2018. 
The association has a non-governmen-
tal nature and is made up of the Magis-
trates of the Electoral Organisms. Its aims 
are to provide information, cooperation 

and consultation. A comparative diagnostic 
study was, therefore, carried out among 
the Latin American countries on demo-
cratic parity, establishing the mechanisms 
that each electoral body has in order to 
meet the standard and preparing the pro-
posal by the Network of Democratic Pari-
ty Observatories of Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

 ◗ BOLIVIA: Strengthening the Democratic 
Parity Observatory in Bolivia (DPO) and 
promoting a network of regional observa-
tories. This action consisted of strengthen-
ing the technical team in the Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal, which is part of the 
Plurinational Electoral Body, and which 
participates in the DPO, to give a system 
of indicators on harassment and political 
violence. The DPO is a specialist unit 
whose function is to manage knowledge 
regarding the advances made to eliminate 
the inequalities that women experience in 
the political field, specifically in electoral 
processes, in their political rights, in the 
application of parity, in the advances and 
limitations of the political system in repre-
sentative democracy, participatory de-
mocracy and community democracy. The 
DPO, with support from EUROsociAL+, 
strengthened the system for monitoring 
compliance with parity and the exercise of 
women’s political rights with a consolidat-
ed information system, a homogeneous 
methodology and standardised indicators. 
As part of the technical support, a diagno-
sis was prepared on the application and 
monitoring of legislation and public poli-
cies in relation to gender equality, the ap-
plication of parity and women’s political 
rights, and the functioning, structure and 
contents of the Observatory. The rein-
forcement proposal that is being im-
plemented was developed from this diag-
nosis.

 ◗ BRAZIL: Technical support to the Secre-
tary of Policies for the Mulheres da 
Presidencia da República, to reform the 
Quota Law for the effective political 
par ticipation of women in the 2018 
election.

The more feminist the democracy is, the more 
democratic it will be.

◗ Reciprocally

  BLOG Reciprocally

II Meeting of AMEA where it was agreed to create the Network of Observatories for Demo-
cratic Parity in Latin America and the Caribbean. Photo taken from the IIHR.

https://eurosocial.eu/en/reciprocamente/cuanto-mas-feminista-sea-la-democracia-mas-democratica-sera/
https://eurosocial.eu/en/reciprocamente/cuanto-mas-feminista-sea-la-democracia-mas-democratica-sera/

